OSVER Directive #9503.50-1A(85)

OFFI CE OF SOLI D WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE
DEC 23 1985

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: RSl Menorandum for RD&D Permits

FROM Marcia Wl lians, Director
O fice of Solid Waste (WH 562)

TO Allyn M Davis, Director
Hazar dous Waste Managenent Division (6H)

I am responding to your nmenorandum of November 13, 1985,
whi ch requested policy guidance on the follow ng issues pertaining
to RD&D permts.

1. May an RD&D permittee who collects hazardous waste from a
generator who does not have a TSD RCRA pernit, return the unused or
reduced part of the waste to that generator after experinmentation?

Al t hough the Agency may nodify or waive pernit application

and pernmt issuance requirenments to expedite the permtting of
RD&D activities, there is no authority to nodify or waive the
requi renents pertaining to shipping hazardous waste from an RD&D
facility. Waste shipped froman RD& facility nust be manifested
and go to a facility with a RCRA TSD permit. The RD& facility
could arrange for the generator's transporter to pick up the
unused and reduced portions of waste and take it to such a
facility -- either the facility normally used by the generator or
anot her facility.

2. How much reporting information should be required from
perm ttees, and who should accept this information and in what
for n?

The reporting requirenments are determ ned by what information
is necessary for the Agency to ensure protection of human heal th
and the environment. Because each RD&D permt is unique, the
time-frame for reports and the | evel of detail required nust be
deternmi ned on a case-by-case basis. Applicants who intend to
ultimately apply for a full RCRA permit nust assure that their
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procedures neet routinely acceptable research practices, otherw se,
the Agency may not be able to consider their results in issuing
the permt. When Regions receive information on the results of
experiments, this informati on should be subnitted to Art d azer
Program Manager, Permits Branch. This information will then be
shared with other EPA Headquarters staff and ORD to assist the
Agency in devel oping pernmt standards and anal ytical nethods for
new t echni ques and processes, and to assist the Agency's research
efforts. There is no set formfor submittal of information, except
that the information nmust be |legible and the results clear

3. If the permttee wants to test nore than one nachi ne, whet her
or not they are simlar or nodified, is a permit required for

one set-up or is it for an entire experinmental process? Wen a
permttee is finished with one machi ne, he may want to decon-

tam nate and di spose or sell it, but then he w shes to continue
simlar experinments. |Is this considered partial closure of an
RD&D permit?

RD&D permts should cover all experinental processes to

mnimze the need for pernmit nodifications. The pernmt applicant
shoul d identify, as best they can, all potential alternations or
additions to their experinental equipnent and this information
shoul d be covered in the permit. G ven the uncertainty with
RD&D activities, we see no problemw th including conditions in
the permit to cover activities that could potentially occur but
do not actually happen

Decont am nati ng and di sposing or selling one machine, when

ot her equipnent is still operating, should be considered partia
closure of the RD& facility. Since an RD& facility is required
to have a closure plan, the permt should address procedures to
partially close. Pernmttees should be required to decontam nate
equi prent which will be sold. The procedures for decontani nation
shoul d be specified in the permt.

4, Has any deci sion regarding nobile RD&D units been made?

Not at this time. As you may know, we have formed a workgroup

to devel op recomendati ons for expediting the permtting of nobile
treatment units, including RD& activities. W expect to issue

a set of draft recommendations to the Regions for comment in a
month or so. In the neantinme if you have specific questions on
permtting nobile units or wish to provide your thoughts on the

i ssue pl ease contact Art G azer on 382-4692.
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If you have any further questions on pernmitting RD& facilities

pl ease contact Art G azer on 382-4692

cc: Peter CGuerrero
Bruce Weddl e
Art d azer
W I |iam Rhea
Permit Section Chiefs Region |-V, VII-X
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